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) THE WHITE HOUSE
. I | R WASHINGTON INFORMATION
ST S o ' - QOutside system
m /NODIS/CEDAR PLUS July 26, 1971
\ .

l ‘ - MEMORANDUM FOR DR. KISSI

FROM:  Harold H. Saundexf
Samuel M. Hoskiddon

SUBJECT: Interim Message to Sadat

I understand that you have asked what "interit message' was sent to

President Sadat on July 13. (Tab A)

About a week after Bergus and Sterner saw Sadat they sensed a ”gromng
impatience! by Sadat to get on with the next steps of the new effort to

produce an interim settlement. Sisco, tharefore, instructed them to
pass on to Sadat the word that: ‘

--Sadat's response to the Bergus-Sterner approach had been regarded
as '"positive, ' reviewed at a ”hlgh 1evel" and was helpful in planning

our next move.

--We still were planning "intensive, in-depth talks with the Israelis
as the next step, including a possible Sisco trip,"

' --~The final decision on Sisco's trip and its timing would be made "in
a matter of days' and that we would inform Sadat of the precise timing.

' The Vinterim message' (Tab B) was this effort to keep Sadat in a holding
pattern until you returned and an NSC meeting could be held,
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"After Sternor and ! delivered interlm m to Heykal today (13th)
re interim arrangement, Heykal iaunched into almost an hour's conversation
re Egyptian relations with Boviets.

YBoviets, according to Hoykal, are still not satisfied with Ezyptian
position and attitude. They do not think treaty is enough. They believe
some heads must roll in Egypt bofore Soviet position is secure. They
are gunning particularly for Heykal. They have complained that Bergus
is sentor CIA agent in Egypt and has successfully recruited Heykal,
Crech Embassy in Cairo has distributed clandestine leaflst attacking
"reactionary eloments' in Egypt and pointing finger at fleykal.

"Heykal said Soviet delegation to upcoming Revolution Day ceremonies
will be headed by Ponamarev. Fonamavev has asked to spend & full day with
Heykal for a mutual aizing up process. ‘

*Part of problem, said Heykal, is that persona implicated in attempt May 13
coup were willing to sell themselves to USSR in order to gain power in Egypt.

- There were eloments in USSP who had indicated readiness to cooperate with

Cairo plotiera on this basis.

“Heykal then pulled from his desk & red leather-bound memo book which
he said was written in Sami Sharaf's own hapdwriting., It was 2 journal of
conversatfons Sharaf had in Moscow when he went there for Soviet Party
Congress. A great deal of it was taken up with notes of conversations Sharaf
had had with Brezhnev. Sharaf took the line that he was true heir of Nassar
and indicated he willing to cooperate with USSR {n exchange for Soviet support

in Egypt. iieykal indicated, but did not state, that Brezhnev's responses did
not repeat not diecourage Sharaf over prospect of this support.

"Heykal did say that if May plotters had been sble to take over, USSR

“would have moved fnto Egypt along lines of Czechoslovakia,
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“Heykal asked that we not report forgoing. I 18 obvious that he haa
taken great risks in telling us these things. Please protect him absolutely.

“Bem’. "
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STERNER AND I CONVEYED CONTENTS STATE 125328 TO_HEYKAL AT _
1 PM LOCAL TODAY. IN HIS uUSUAL BANTERING STYLE, "HE SAID THIS
WaS QUINTESSENCE OF INTERINM MESSAGE, AT SAME TIM&, HE
APPEARED :D_GRATIEIED-JHAT DESPITE ALL THE SPECULATION IN
ISRAELI PRESS, USG STiLL PLANNIHNG ON INTENSIVH ITN= UEPTH
TALKS WITH ISRAELIS AS NEXT STEP,

e , , BERGUS
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SECRET CAIRO A3 =T =
NODIS/CEDAR PLUS |
REF: STATE 1243923 124393

le REPORTING SEPARATELY STATEMENT MADE YESTERDAY BY GUAR
OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN TQO EFFECT BERGUS AND_STERNER BROUGHT
NOTHING NEW 10 CAIRO, THIS STATEMENT USEFUL IN CURBING WILD
SPECULATION., AT SAME TIME WE BELIEVE IT REFLECTS GROWING
IMPATIENCE OF SADAT AWD WIS GOVERGMENT, IT IS NOW RNEARLY™
ONE WEEK SINCE SADAT GAVE US PRECISE ASSUPANCES REQULSTED
BY SECRETARY.

2, IF THERE IS TO BE FURTHER SLIPPAGE IN FIRMING UP OUR
PLANS FOR NEXT STEPS, BELIEVE WE_ SHOULD CONSIDER™ BRIEF
INTERIM MESSAGE FRQMMSLCRLIARX;JD#SADAT VIA HEYKAL. MESSAGE
COULD STATE THAT WE BELIEVED JULY 6 CONVERSATION WAS VERY
SATISFACTORY, WAS HELPFUL TO US IN DRAWING UP OUR PLANS, THAT
_ PLANS IN FINAL STAGE OF CONSIDERATION, AND THAT WE WILL BE
- IN TOUCH WITH PRESIDENT SADAT SHORTLY.

3, FONMIN RIAD SCHEDULED RETURN CAIRO JULY 16, FOR MANY
REASONS IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE TO BE ABLE TELL SADAT WHAT
OUR NEXT STEPS WILL BE BEFORE FONMIN RE- ENT&RS LOCAL SCENE,
BERGUS
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